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perhaps a little more iron than before; draining and manuring
had not advanced, some manures like marl, soot and lime seem
even to have fallen into disuse ; ewes were still milked. Other
disadvantages of the system were the longer time of winter-feed
owing to the lack of permanent pasture, and the necessity for
all farmers breeding young animals at the same time and so
bringing them to market all together. Where ground was enclosed

PLOUGHING AND DIGGING.   Second half of fifteenth century.

the land yielded nearly double the amount of corn, and the
weight of beasts was raised in like proportion. On the other
hand, the greedy lords over-reached themselves in one direction,
Sheep fattened on enclosed pastures were heavier and bigger,
but their wool also grew coarser, and during the sixteenth
century English wool ceased to be in demand abroad for the
finer kinds of cloth. It was ousted by Spanish.

Growth of London and its effect on Agriculture. There was,
however, another movement which did more in the long run to
stop enclosures for pasture than any government action or